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Samuel Crawford

From: Samuel Crawford
Sent: Friday, February 1, 2019 2:48 PM
To: City Council
Subject: FW: Washington's New ABLE Program for Individuals with 

Disabilities
Attachments: WA ABLE Fact Sheet 01-14-19.pdf

From: Gagnon, Christina (COM) [mailto:christina.gagnon@commerce.wa.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 9:49 AM 
To: info@cob.org; mayorbromley@cityofsumas.com; virginia@cityofnooksack.com; brownpa@lyndenwa.org; 
susanduncan@cityofferndale.org; mdickinson@ci.everson.wa.us; Samuel Crawford 
Subject: Washington's New ABLE Program for Individuals with Disabilities 
 
Good morning!  Is this something you can share at your council or other meetings to help get the word out to 
individuals with disabilities and their families ? 
 
I wanted to reach out to you to be sure your organization is aware of Washington State’s new ABLE program (Achieving 
a Better Life Experience). I’ve attached our fact sheet, and a paragraph from the ABLE National Resource Center website. 
We do outreach across the state, and would be happy to present to your group as well. Thanks! 
 
Why the need for ABLE accounts? 
Millions of individuals with disabilities and their families depend on a wide variety of public benefits 
for income, health care and food and housing assistance. Eligibility for these public benefits (SSI, 
SNAP, Medicaid) require meeting a means or resource test that limits eligibility to individuals to report 
more than $2,000 in cash savings, retirement funds and other items of significant value. To remain 
eligible for these public benefits, an individual must remain poor. For the first time in public policy, the 
ABLE Act recognizes the extra and significant costs of living with a disability. These include costs, 
related to raising a child with significant disabilities or a working age adult with disabilities, for 
accessible housing and transportation, personal assistance services, assistive technology and health care 
not covered by insurance, Medicaid or Medicare.  
 
/ƘǊƛǎ DŀƎƴƻƴ 
Disabilities Workgroup 
Christina.gagnon@commerce.wa.gov 
360-725-3131 
1011 Plum Street SE 
P.O. Box 42525 
Olympia, WA 98504-2525 
Driving Directions 
Town Square Parking Map 
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http://washingtonstateable.com http://ddetf.wa.gov http://ddombuds.org 

  



https://www.washingtonstateable.com/
mailto:peter.tassoni@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:christina.gagnon@commerce.wa.gov


http://www.washingtonstateable.com/
http://www.ableforall.com/
http://ableforall.com/faqs/
http://www.ablenrc.org/
http://www.ablenrc.org/
http://www.ablenrc.org/
http://www.ablenrc.org/news/big-changes-horizon-able-2018
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd17002.pdf
http://ddetf.wa.gov/
http://www.ndss.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Frequently-Asked-Questions-about-the-ABLE-To-Work-Act.pdf
http://www.ndss.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Frequently-Asked-Questions-about-the-ABLE-To-Work-Act.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/irb/2015-27_IRB/ar09.html
https://www.irs.gov/irb/2015-27_IRB/ar09.html
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/files/C9D2EA3F-0350-D9AF-ACAE-BF37E9BC9FFA/attachments/D6057FC6-083D-4360-8DBA-4B805FC6385D/senior-bulletin-on-special-needs-trusts-and-able.pdf
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/files/C9D2EA3F-0350-D9AF-ACAE-BF37E9BC9FFA/attachments/D6057FC6-083D-4360-8DBA-4B805FC6385D/senior-bulletin-on-special-needs-trusts-and-able.pdf
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/files/C9D2EA3F-0350-D9AF-ACAE-BF37E9BC9FFA/attachments/D6057FC6-083D-4360-8DBA-4B805FC6385D/senior-bulletin-on-special-needs-trusts-and-able.pdf
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/files/C9D2EA3F-0350-D9AF-ACAE-BF37E9BC9FFA/attachments/D6057FC6-083D-4360-8DBA-4B805FC6385D/senior-bulletin-on-special-needs-trusts-and-able.pdf
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/files/C9D2EA3F-0350-D9AF-ACAE-BF37E9BC9FFA/attachments/D6057FC6-083D-4360-8DBA-4B805FC6385D/senior-bulletin-on-special-needs-trusts-and-able.pdf
https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0501130740
https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0501130740
https://secure.ssa.gov/poms.nsf/lnx/0501130740
https://secure.ssa.gov/apps10/reference.nsf/links/03072018063315AM
https://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/general-info.htm
https://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/general-info.htm
https://www.specialneedsalliance.org/the-voice/your-special-needs-trust-snt-defined-2/
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd17002.pdf
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-470-0045
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-470-0055
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=182-560-100
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110-15-0022
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=110-15-3630

